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there being two* one hy way of Wuhu, a treaty
port, and another by way of Tn Tung, not a
treaty port, a hundred miles above Wuhu.
Wuhu and the whole country leading to
Taiping, including the district itself, was* under
the jurisdiction of the reln'to, wlr/rea* Ta Tung
was still in po&w&sion of the imperialists. From
Wuhu to Tat ping hy river tin* distance was
about two hundred and fifty milm, whereas, by
way of Ta Tiing* tin* way, thougli shorter,
was mostly overlandt which           transptirtatiim

more cllllicult and expensive* heNtdi*s having to
pay the impeiiiili^tii u Iieavy war-tax lit Ta
Tung* while duty niicl wnr-tax were entirely free
at Wuhu,

In this expedition of inspection, 1 chose Wuhu
as the biisii of my oprftititin. i started with four
Chinese tea-men, native* of Tttipttg who had
flecl to Shanghai m                 when the whole

district wti                into a              of hltxnly

conflicts between the                  iincl relic! forces

for two yearn* On tht* wny tip the Wuhu Hivcr,
we passed three           mostly                liy their

mhablttntii but  owiipled by                 Paddy

fields on both         cif the         were             left

uncultivated and                 overrun

weeds and till              An we                     and
